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sacrificing our lives, our property and possessions and bearing the
loss of our household utensils and cattle.
If, till such time as all women have started spinning, the men
do not take it up and they idle away their time, we are as good as
dead: we are certainly ready to die, but we want to die purpose-
fully and after purifying ourselves. For that, we should always
carry a rosary in our hand, and the spinning-wheel is the only
true rosary. This incantation should go on all the time in our
hearts: "India is naked and I wish to clothe her," Those who
spin at this time are doing God's work. If all of you men are
ready to give one, two or three hours [daily] to the spinning-
wheel, if you are ready to cany on with a loin-cloth in case
khadi made in Bardoli taluka is not available, then only may you
support this resolution.
I was told this morning, in the course of a discussion with
Shri Vithalbhai and some delegates, that Bardoli was not yet ready.
This shows that we are not trying to deceive God. He can never
be deceived. A human being can be deceived, but we do not
deceive any; and we shall not deceive ourselves either. So I deci-
ded to announce Bardoli's preparedness only after 15 days. But
I thought that I should meet the representatives of all the towns
before drafting the resolution, in order that those who are ready
may not be disappointed. Those who said that they were not ready
were volunteers engaged in active work, and their reply showed
their caution. Afterwards, we met the representatives and, from
among all those who were there, the representatives of 25 villages
said that they were quite ready that very day. I told them that
they would have to admit Aniyaj children to their schools the very
next day, that the Gita did not mention five varnas1. I asked them
if they were ready to assimilate this fifth varna to one of the ori-
ginal four. This simply means that we should treat the Antyajas
in the same way in which we should treat the Dublas2 and others.
This equality of treatment is not to be brought about by sub-
jecting the Antyajas also to the same sort of ill treatment to
which you perhaps subject the Dublas and others. Just as we per-
mit Dubla children to attend our schools and enter our homes,
so must we permit Antyaj children too; if the former can draw
water from our wells, so should the Antyajas. What we do as a
matter of duty, we should not do grudgingly; if any thing, we
should adopt a liberal attitude. If there is anyone among those
1 Divisions of society; the Gita mentions the traditional four in Chapter IV
2 A backward community in South Gujarat